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President’s Message
Shipmates & 1st Mates:
The weekend of June 6–8, 2014, our Sea Owl Shipmates, their
wives and families enjoyed another Sea Owl Reunion Groton
summer picnic! We had beautiful weather and a great weekend
was enjoyed by all! The temperatures could not have been
better. I can say, without question, that everyone had a super
time, and the food was delicious, as usual! Thank you Ed
Welch, Paulette, his son Eddy and wife Karen who prepared the
food and set up the Pavilion before our arrival. I know that
they are already looking forward to our picnic next year!

Florida Atlantic University High School Sea Owls
By Ken Johnson

The Florida Atlantic University Sea Owls the Sea Owls took
one middle school team and one high school team to participate
in the SeaPerch national underwater robotics competition at the
University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.
The FAU High School Sea Owl team SS-405, (named after the
USS Sea Owl SS-405 that served in WWII) took 5th place
overall out of 108 teams competing at nationals. The middle
school team (Sea Owls 8) took 11th place overall in their rookie
year. Last year, the FAU High School Sea Owl team won 1st
place in the nation for their poster presentation, 8th place
overall, and the Director’s Award for Innovative Technical
Design.
The SeaPerch program encourages students to learn STEM
concepts and technical skills while building and wiring an
inexpensive Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) to compete in
challenges that vary by year. SeaPerch encourages but does not
require that teams make adaptations to the base design. Under
the direction of STEM Coordinator Allan Phipps, the Sea Owls
focused on going above and beyond in creating an innovative
design that surpasses SeaPerch requirements. In order to
effectively complete the SeaPerch challenges (to navigate
through an obstacle course and to open a gate and retrieve
weighted boxes), the Sea Owls developed a variable buoyancy
control system. They also engaged in designing, 3-D printing,
and testing cowlings and propellers, and developing a pivotal
thrusting system.

Back row (l to r) Walt Deal TM 62-65, Stu Jack LT 62-63, John Salerno SO 52-55,
Herb LathropEN 68-69, Ken Nichols TM 66-68, Ken Johnson LT(jg)63-65, Herb
Hawes IC 66-67, Nathaniel Dexter EN 58-60, Clyde Turner EN 64-66, Greg
Hankin QM 67-68, John Barnes MM 63-67, Mike Polhemus SO 54-57
Front row (l to r) Reno Farina TM 64-67, Neil Carmichael EM 64-67, Roy Purtell
TM 66-69, Bill Kirby RM 66-68, Bob Kristian S1 44-45, Bob D'Amico SN 68-69

Congratulations to Bob D'Amico SN 68-69 on winning this
year’s raffle! Bob & Carol were speechless after winning the
Bose TV sound system!
All Sea Owl sailors have been invited to take part in the Sea
Poacher Reunion. This will be held in Branson, MO, on
November 8-12, 2015. I will put a link to the Sea Poacher’s
Reunion information on the Sea Owl web page. Since we don’t
have reunions of our own as often as we used to, this may be
the perfect time to join the Sea Poacher at their Reunion.
My message is short, but enjoy the summer, have a great time
with family and friends, and get outside and enjoy this summer
weather – after what seemed like the longest, coldest, winter
ever!
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The FAU High School Sea Owl team mentored and shared their
winning recipe of teamwork, innovation, and dedication with a
middle school team this year. The high school students wrote
and received a grant from FAU's Department of Undergraduate
Research for Trickle Down Engineering Education. The high
school students are the primary mentors and supervisors for
their middle school teammates. High school Sea Owls taught
the middle school Sea Owls how to implement engineering
principles into their design and guided them through the
construction of their own ROVs. The Sea Owls also won the
Sunshine State Scholars grant to purchase tools and equipment
necessary to build their innovative ROVs. Additionally, the Sea
Owls won a grant of 17 base SeaPerch ROV kits from the
SeaPerch organization itself in order to implement SeaPerch
into the science classroom for the entire AD Henderson seventh
grade. The high school Sea Owls taught all 70 seventh grade
students through building the base SeaPerch design.
“I am so proud of both of our Sea Owls ROV Teams and their
stellar performance at the national competition. I am
particularly proud of the way our high school team mentored
and taught our middle school team and the entire 7th grade class
in the fundamentals of underwater ROVs.” Allan Phipps –
STEM Coordinator
“Cartoon Bob” D’Amico
Once again Bob D’Amico has provided a great cartoon for this
issue! It may look somewhat familiar to the one he did for the
December 2012 issue, but it is different and he “crowd sourced”
comments from submarine related Facebook pages where he
posted it. Thank you Bob for continuing to provide such great
cartoons for the newsletter!
We are also pleased that Bob and Carole won the raffle and
know that the Bose sound system will provide them with many
hours of enjoyment.

Sea Poacher Reunion
Sea Owl shipmate, Bill Brinkman FN 59-60, who also happens
to be President of the USS Sea Poacher Association, has
extended an open invitation to all Sea Owl shipmates who may
be interested in attending the next Sea Poacher reunion.
The next Sea Poacher National Reunion will be held in
Branson, Missouri starting November 8 - 12, 2015. The
reunion Hotel is the Grand Plaza Hotel 245 North Wildwood
Drive Branson, MO 65616.
If you are interested in attending, call them at 417-336-6646 to
make your Hotel reservations, advise them that you are with the
Sea Poacher ( Group Code SEAPOA) for reduced rates of $ 90
plus tax per night. These rates include a hot Buffet breakfast
for two. These rates are good for 3 days before and 3 days after
our Reunion. Rooms not reserved by October 8, 2015 will be
released from our group block.
See the activity package as currently available shows that they
start on Sunday, November 8 with the Hospitality room at
Noon and a “Welcome Aboard “ Deli Buffet at 6 PM.
On Monday Nov 9, they plan a 10:30 AM Guided Tour and
lunch at the Keeter Center followed by the “Tolling of the
Bells” at Veterans Grove. Dinner will be on your own
followed by the 8:00 PM Clay Cooper Show.
On Tuesday Nov 10 , they plan to attend the 10:00 AM Brett
for Vets Show followed by Lunch on your own. At 4:00 PM,
they plan to take the Showboat Branson Belle for dinner,
Show and Cruise on Table Rock Lake.
On Wednesday November 11 , they plan to Ride the DUKS in
the Veterans Day Parade followed by Lunch on your own. And
at 2:00 PM will have their Business Meeting .
At 6:30 PM we have our Group Photo and at 7:00 PM they will
have their Banquet with Entertainment.
More information and an application to attend if desired can be
found on line here:
http://www.seapoacher.com/2015reunion.pdf
Some of you have attended our reunion at Branson, MO back in
2005 and know that Branson is a very “veteran friendly” place
with much to do. November 2015 is a long way off, but Sea
Poacher has done a lot of planning for it already as you can see.
From the Editor
I hope you are as proud as I am that our boat was so well
represented again this year in the National SeaPerch challenge.
These kids from Florida were really fired up for the challenge
this year. I want to thank those who contributed funds to help
the team meet their goal of $10,000 needed to finance the trip to
Indianapolis including shipmate Mike Polhemus. Their success
last year at the National SeaPerch competition and the video
that they posted on line to help them raise the funds needed. In
addition to direct solicitation of sponsors, they used an on line
fund raising service called Razoo. In case you missed the
video, it can still be viewed on line here:
http://www.razoo.com/story/Sea-Owls-Nationals-2014
In this issue on the 60s page I have included an article about
Henry Fulkoski that was sent to me by his widow, Pat. She was
inspired to write it by the article that I included in the June 2013

In May of this year Bob had 11 examples of his work posted at
the Harris and Hoole Coffee Shop in London, England. Bob
describes Harris and Hoole as England’s version of Starbucks.
We wish him the best of luck with this exhibit! Bob, as you
may know, served as a U.S. Navy illustrator draftsman in
London on shore duty in the 1970’s after leaving Sea Owl.
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issue about Richard Halloran. Such articles are always
welcome!
On the 40s page I have an article about Bob Kristian being
inducted this year, along with me, into the Holland Club. At
age 89 and having qualified in 1944 on Sea Owl, Bob was not
only the oldest inductee, but the one
who had been qualified the longest
among the 70 Groton Base inductees
this year. This is Bob with RADM
Ken Perry, Submarine Group 2
Commander, who personally presented
the Holland Club awards on 7 June at
the Dealey Center on the submarine
base to the 40 or so present of the 70
Groton Base who were inducted.
As a bit of history, the Holland Club
was established in May 1964 and was
adopted as part of the Constitution and By-Laws of USSVI that
year. It is, of course, named in honor of John Philip Holland
(1841-1914), an early pioneer in the design and construction of
submarines. It was established to recognize those members
who had been qualified in submarines for 50 or more years.
Requirements for membership in the Holland Club are outlined
in Section 5 of the USSVI constitution. Basically a member
must be qualified for 50 or more years and be either a Life
Member and member in good standing for one year or an
annual member for 5 consecutive years.
In 1996 the Perch Base
submitted a patch design which
was adopted and which is
presented to new Holland Club
members along with a
certificate and membership card
when they are inducted.
Holland Club members can also
be recognized by either a gold
garrison cap engraved with
their base, qualifying year and boat or a gold baseball cap.
As another bit of history, Groton Base itself became a “Holland
Club member” this year. On May 24, 1964, shipmates Joe
Negri, Ken Walkington, and Joe Marion met with New London,
CT attorney, L. Patrick Gray, CAPT, USN (Retired) (who later
became the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation), to
legally constitute USSVI as a legal, non-profit organization in
the State of Connecticut, with a license to operate and conduct
business in all 50 states. The organization was officially
incorporated and chartered in New London, Connecticut.
Thresher Memorial

The 129 foot flagpole at the center of the traffic circle was
dedicated in April 2013 but work still remained to be done on
the adjacent memorial park. “We breathe the air of freedom,”
Town Council Chairman Jeff Thomson said in his remarks
dedicating the USS Thresher Memorial Park and Circle of
Honor.
Earlier this year Randall Publishers published the book "Silent
Strength" by D. Allen Kerr, the title of which is from the
Thresher's Latin motto "Vis Tacita". All proceeds from its sale,
after publishing costs, go to the Thresher Memorial Project, a
Kittery-based group that raised funds for the Memorial Circle
flagpole and for a memorial park.

As always, one of the saddest parts of doing the newsletter is
the listing of those shipmates who have departed on “eternal
patrol” since the last issue. In this issue there are more names to
report than in any single issue that I can remember. We have
learned since the last newsletter of the passing of these
shipmates:
John Spina – FN 58-59 – August 10, 2013
Warren Dietrichson – LT – December 10
Robert Schlichenmaier – QM 44-48 – February 1
Charles Boisvert – TM2 60 - February 3
George Catron – RM 44-45 - March 20
Leonard “Frog” Marcoux – EM 63-66 – June 4
Theron Davis – Lt(jg) 66-67 – June 6
We extend our deepest sympathy to family and friends of our
departed shipmates.
There is a port of no return, where ships
May ride at anchor for a little space
And then, some starless night, the cable slips,
Leaving an eddy at the mooring place . . .
Gulls, veer no longer. Sailor, rest your oar.
No tangled wreckage will be washed ashore.
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By Ken Johnson

On May 27, 2014 the final portions of the memorial to USS
Thresher (SSN 593) were dedicated at Kittery, ME. The park
and the Memorial Circle have been the work of the Thresher
Memorial Project Group, which is composed of local
individuals and officials who formed to honor the 50th
anniversary of the sinking of the USS Thresher in April 1963.
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Bob attended school under the GI Bill and received an associate
degree in business. He then worked for Marine Acoustical
Services in Miami, FL doing acoustical research.
This is a photograph I took of him
at our reunion at Charleston, SC in
2007 where I also interviewed
him. Later I combined a portion
of the audio from this interview
with a clip of the rescue of five
downed aviators on July 1945
during Sea Owl’s third war patrol.
As leading quartermaster at the
time, Bob had first-hand
knowledge of it. I have posted this
video here on YouTube:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2iOF5ecCX7M
We are pleased that Bob, along with members of his family,
attended our reunion at Virginia Beach, VA in September 2012.
In accordance with the wishes of his family, the USS Sea Owl
Association made a donation in his memory to the Community
Chapel of Melbourne Beach, Melbourne, FL.
Bob Kristian (Kostyna)
Editor’s note:On June 7 Bob and I were both inducted into the
Holland Club in a ceremony at Dealey Center on the
Submarine Base. Each one being inducted was requested to
send a photograph and brief biography in advance What
follows is the portion of what Bob sent that was read during the
ceremony.
FT2(SS) Robert C. Kristian - Bob
joined the Navy in 1943. His first
Submarine was USS SEA OWL (SS
405) where he completed his
Submarine Qualifications in 1944. He
was part of the commissioning crew at
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. After
commissioning, Sea Trials, and transit
to Pearl Harbor via the Panama Canal
he would go on to make three war
patrols. His Battle Stations was
Conning Tower Phone Talker and he
was involved in all actions and in the
middle of all approaches. SEA OWL sank 2 Destroyers, 1
Patrol Boat, 1 Schooner, destroyed a shore radio station with
the 5 inch deck gun, picked up 6 down aviators, and 2 POWs,
and sunk a Submarine replenishing off of Wake Island. After
the war ended, SEA OWL returned to Groton and he was
discharged in as an FT2(SS). Mr. Kristian is a Regular member
of USSVI. He is and lives in Abington, MA. “God Bless this
country, and the freedom we enjoy”

George Catron
by Ken Johnson

George Ellis Catron, 89, passed in
his sleep, in the early hours of
March 20, 2014 after a long battle
with Parkinson's disease. Mr.
Catron was born August 25, 1924 in
Lee County, Virginia deep in
Appalachia. He served in the
submarine service in the Pacific
during WWII. He qualified in USS
Sea Owl (SS-405) in 1945 and was
RM1(SS) when released by the
Navy. Along with his new bride
Madeline, they settled in Washington, D.C. after the war where
he was one of the 30 original television engineers for WTOPTV Channel 9 in Washington. He retired after 41 years of
employment. Upon his wife's death he moved to Ijamsville,
Maryland to be with his son Philip and his family. As the
Parkinson's took its toll, he moved to Edenton Retirement
Community in 2012 where he stayed until his death. He was
preceded in death by his wife Madeline P. Catron and is
survived by 3 children, Michael, Philip and Katrina in addition
to 7 grandchildren and 7 great grandchildren. A memorial
service was held March 28th at 11:00 AM at the Damascus
Road Community Church Mt. Airy, MD 21771. In accordance
with family wishes, the USS Sea Owl Association made a
donation to the Salvation Army of Frederick, MD.
Rest in peace, shipmate! Others have the watch!
Bob Schlichenmaier
By Ken Johnson

Robert Schlichenmaier, QM 44-48, departed on “eternal patrol”
on February 1, 2014 at age 92. Bob married his wife Anita at
Portsmouth, NH in 1944 and they had been married for 69
years at the time of his death this year.
Bob joined the Navy in February 1940 and his first sea duty
was aboard the USS Nashville (CL-43) in the Atlantic. While
on shore duty in the Virgin Islands he applied for submarines
and entered submarine school in 1943 as a QM1. Prior to
reporting to Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in 1944 he served
briefly on USS S-20 and USS Sea Cat (SS 399). He was then
assigned to Sea Owl and was a Sea Owl “plank owner”, making
all 3 of Sea Owl’s war patrols.
Bob left Sea Owl in 1948 and served as a QMC aboard USS
Orion (AS-18) in Panama on the staff of SubRon Six.. He left
SubRon Six staff and went to hard hat diving school as a
Warrant Officer. He later served aboard USS Kittiwake (ASR13) and USS Penguin (ASR-12) and retired from the Navy in
1960 as a Chief Warrant Officer.
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Henry (Ski ) Fulkoski

In Nov 67, Henry received orders to transfer to the USS
Croaker ( AG SS ) a Diesel- electric boat that had made six war
patrols & was reclassified as an auxiliary submarine ( AG SS
246 ) & had received the Naval Unit Commendation. He left
this assignment in Apr 1968 & was transferred to the USS Sea
Owl (SS 405) a Balao class Diesel-electric submarine.
Operations for the year 1968 included anti-submarine warfare
operations with destroyer units & various NATO & United
States ASW Naval Air Squadrons. She participated in US Navy
search for the overdue & missing USS Scorpion.
Ski, while serving aboard the Sea Owl, received a
commendation from the Captain, J.R. Bauman commander. I
have quoted an excerpt from said document, "during a long
steaming period in June 1969, the USS Sea Owl blower
bearings were found to be faulty. After considerable work &
effort to repair the blower, it was found that the damage was far
greater than anticipated.
Despite the condition of the blower, the lack of machine shop
facilities, and a minimum of information available, you
completely overhauled the blower on board". In the official
commendation; CDR. Bauman further stated, "His most
professional service and devotion to duty, materially
contributed to the Sea Owl winning the battle efficiency award
for the second successive year ".
After serving aboard the afore-mentioned boats, Ski was
stationed at the USNaval Submarine Base (Shore patrol) from
Dec 69 to Mar 70. After this stint,he was ordered to the USS
Entemedor ( SS 340 ). Back in 64, she had been overhauled &
received extensive electronics & machinery alterations as well
as a new fiberglass "SAIL". Annually from 1968 to 1971,
Entemedor participated in OPERATION SPRINGBOARD in
the Caribbean. In the spring of 1971, she participated in two
NATO exercises off the western coast of the United Kingdom
& made a port visit at Plymouth, England. Henry had been
serving aboard her from 70 to 71.
He received orders to the US Naval School (Norfolk, VA)
where he served until July 1971. At that point, he was ordered
to the US Reserve Training Center in Washington, DC &
remained until his Honorable discharge in September 1974.
He was also a member of the Holland Club as of January 4, 199
Never one to sit idle, Ski worked at the National Institute of
Health (NIH) as an engineer retiring in 1990.
Ski suffered from non-functioning kidneys and was receiving
Dialysis 3x per week.
Sadly, he passed away after returning home from Dialysis on
April 10, 2013. He was laid to rest in full uniform with Military
honors & his beloved Dolphins. We thank you for your service.
Sailor, rest your oar. Your Sea Owl shipmates have the watch.

by Pat Fulkoski

Ski was an only child and at the age of seventeen he asked his
father to sign for him to join the Navy. His domineering mother
was so angry that she didn't speak to his father for a year.
In November of 1946, he left for Bainbridge, Port Deposit, MD.
While at boot camp, he saw an opportunity to make some cash.
Ski was aghast at the number of sailors that were so homesick
& had never washed their own clothes, polished their shoes, etc.
Their mothers had done it all. Even though his mother had been
domineering, he was self- reliant. He washed the clothes,
polished shoes, took care of the "Dixie cup" enlisted men's
uniform cap all for a price. & he charged accordingly.
In January 1947, Ski saw a memo to sign up for submarine
duty. He jumped at the chance & soon was off to the Naval
Submarine school at Groton, CT After earning his coveted
Dolphins, he deployed aboard the USS Greenfish on its' second
shakedown cruise ( she had a Guppy II conversion at the
Electric Boat Co ) to Hawaii after transiting the Panama Canal
on 9 Sep.
Departing Pearl Harbor 15 Nov 51, Greenfish sailed to
Yokosuka, Japan for Korean War Duty. After a patrol 31 Jan to
1 March 52, she participated in exercises at Okinawa returning
to Hawaii 2 June.
Ski left the Greenfish to serve aboard the USS Jallao from Aug
52 to Aug 53. He was then transferred to the US Naval Training
Center in Cumberland, MD & was stationed there until his
discharge in Apr. 1955.
During the intervening years as a civilian, Ski joined the
Baltimore City Police Force and was a patrolman. He also
bought a gas station & worked there on his off-duty shifts.
Later, he was transferred to duty aboard the Police boat
working the inner harbor ( long before it became Baltimore’s
crown jewel ). After ten years & tiring of all this; he longed to
be back on submarines, he chucked everything ( his words ) and
re-enlisted in the Navy. However; being back in the Navy, he
had to start out as a seaman without a rating & also requalify in
submarines. Ski took all this in stride & was stationed aboard
the USS Henry L. Stimson SSBN quite a change from the
diesel boats. He persevered and moved forward through the
enlisted ranks of the Navy and achieved the rank of Chief petty
officer.
The USS Henry L. Stimson was commissioned on 20 Aug
1966. Ski was aboard during her commissioning & shakedown
cruise. Following her shakedown cruise she was assigned to
Sub Squadron 16 @ Charleston, SC. On 25 Feb 67 she put to
sea on her 1st. strategic deterrent patrol with Polaris A3
Ballistic missiles. She completed one deterrent patrol by mid
67.
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