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together. We are looking for a newsletter editor. Anyone
interested in this job?
This summer we are looking forward to our Sea Owl Groton
picnic. Mark your calendars for June 10th thru 12th. Friday
the 10th we meet at the Groton Suites for dinner. Saturday the
11th is our picnic. Sunday the 12th we have a breakfast at the
Groton Town House. Dinner & breakfast is select from the
menu & pay your own. I will put a registration form on our
website for the picnic. If you need a form mailed to you call
me and I will get the form to you.
We wish everyone a very Merry Christmas & Happy New
year.
From the Editor
Once again for this issue Howland Owl has exchanged his wizard
hat for one more appropriate for Christmas. He and I wish all of
you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
As Roy mentioned, and as I said in the June newsletter, this is my
final issue as newsletter editor. After 14 years doing this
newsletter I have just run out of ideas to make it fresh and
interesting. Printing and mailing out 140 or so copies twice a
year is not the issue and I will continue to do it if someone else is
willing to step forward and write it. Sending out 20 or so copies
via email is even easier. Since I am also Sea Owl Association
Secretary/Treasurer, I have up to date status on current
membership and dues status as well as mailing addresses and it
takes just a few seconds for Microsoft Access to print mailing
labels from a data base. So, how about it? Any takers?
Groton Base Thanksgiving
Once again the USSVI Groton Base served a traditional
Thanksgiving dinner to those sailors in the area not able to go
home for the holiday. Prior to Thanksgiving the Groton Base
holds a series of fund raising events to help finance the cost. The
Sea Owl Association, as we have done for several years, made a
cash donation of $100 this year. This year about 1,100 meals
were served with many going out to those in public service who
had to work the holiday and SubVets unable to make it to the
club house.
Accountability and Second Chances

President’s Message
Hello Shipmates & 1st Mates:
My first item is to thank everyone from the bottom of my
heart for the cards & letters we have gotten to comfort Bryan,
Adrianne & myself during a very emotional period. We thank
you very much. Carol enjoyed immensely the Sea Owl
gatherings. We know that although not here physically she
was right over our shoulders as we read each card received.
I'm writing this from an iPad while in Panama beach Florida. I
came here to attend a Christmas party thrown for the subvets
of the gulf coast. If your in this area and don't attend this party
your really missing a good time.
I attended the Sea Poacher/Sea Owl reunion in Branson,Mo.
Also with me were Sea Owl shipmates Ray Rockers, Bill

Brinkman, Ed Welch and Greg Hankin. What a great time we
had there. While there we took part in the Veterans Day
parade. This was the 1st time riding in a parade for me. Again,
what a great time it was for those of us from Sea Owl.

by Ken Johnson and Admiral Jonathan Greenert

Editor’s note: On June 17, 2015 Admiral Jonathan Greenert, USN,
Chief of Naval Operations gave a TEDX talk at Pittsburgh State
Prison. Shortly after that on June 24, 2015 he spoke at the
dedication of the new NR-1 exhibit at the Submarine Force Museum
at Groton, CT. Admiral Greenert served as our 30th Chief of Naval
Operations from September 23, 2011 to September 18, 2015.

This newsletter is the last for Ken Johnson. He's offered to
print & mail the newsletter if someone else is putting it
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Adm. Jon Greenert's career nearly ended almost as soon as it
began – it was that time that as a junior officer on duty when
he nearly sank his submarine in port.
He was the command duty officer and divers were attaching a
part on the submarine's intake that prevents water from
coming into the ship when folks are working on the hull and
piping, Adm. Greenert recalled.
The divers affixing the part told the officer of the day, or
command duty officer, the previous day that it was done, he
signed off for it and everyone went on with their day.
It was the next day when then Lt(jg) Greenert took over as
OOD that he watched a jet of water pour into his boat,
flooding out the space. His career might be over sooner than
he expected. Speaking at a TEDx conference in Pittsburgh,
Adm. Greenert recounted the disaster that nearly sunk his
budding career, along with the submarine he was serving on.

top of the organization. As Adm. Greenert noted, a letter of
reprimand would have stopped his career in its tracks and sent
him back to Butler, Pennsylvania.
The CO went up to higher command and argued the case,
saying that Lt(jg) Greenert and the previous day's duty officer
had acted on the best information given to them, and had no
way of knowing the part had been improperly installed. The
responsibility rested with the CO, not with the junior officers.
"That's accountability, ladies and gentlemen, and its what we
expect from our commanding officers," Adm. Greenert said.
"People who understand their people, who stick up for their
people and who take responsibility for all that takes place
within their unit, their facility or maybe within their larger
institution."
The CO made his case effectively, Adm. Greenert said.
Nobody was issued letters and the procedures for diver
maintenance was changed to ensure another submarine didn't
flood out. But it was his CO standing up for him that Adm.
Greenert remembered.
"Because the commanding officer had integrity and
accountability, that junior officer had a second chance at a
long career," he said. "A great leader ensured the junior
officers on duty that day were able to recover from their
mistakes, and today I'm the Chief of Naval Operations."
The leadership lesson he learned that day is an example of
what Navy leadership is all about, he said.
"[The Navy] learned years ago that authority, responsibility,
and accountability must go hand in hand to be successful,"
said Adm. Greenert, adding that those traits were the key
elements of trust. "Unconditional trust is key in leading any
organization."
You can watch Admiral Greenert’s entire TEDx talk here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzurFh6-MgQ

Delivered at Pennsylvania correctional facility June 17 and
posted July 22, Adm. Greenert used the stage to talk about
how personal integrity is the foundation of good leadership,
and how second chances is the key for developing leaders.
Adm. Greenert recalls the day vividly.
"Workers came down to pull the bolts out, and here comes the
water ... an onrush of water, the size of a pizza pan was
coming in," he said. "And if not for the efforts of some fairly
heroic sailors, pushing that thing back in, putting the nuts back
on, we were going to lose that submarine because that was ...
uncontrolled flooding."
The sailors got the cover back on the opening but the space
was flooded up to knee level and it was time for an
investigation.
Lt(jg) Greenert was the officer on duty — it was his rear in the
frying pan. Higher command wanted to issue him a letter of
reprimand, along with the diving supervisor and the OOD who
signed off on the part being installed correctly in the first
place. But his CO stepped in.

Editor’s note: This article from Navy Times was sent to me by
Shipmate LT Peter Boyne about a Senior Chief selected for the
initial contingent of women for USS MICHIGAN (SSGN 727).

Senior Chief Starts 2nd Career In Silent Service
By Mark D. Faram, Navy Times

Cassie Clark is realizing a dream
she first had 18 years ago - the
chance to qualify in submarines.
Clark is a year away from crossing
the 20-year mark and as a senior
chief has another six to go before
mandatory retirement. She plans to
spend that time as a member of the
Silent Service, living a dream she
first had as a young seaman.
"My first duty station out of 'A'
schools was at the [personnel support detachment] at the

"He said 'I'm not going to deliver these letters of reprimand,' "
Greenert remembered. " ‘I'm accountable for everything that
goes on on this submarine, this is my responsibility. If anyone
is going to get a letter of reprimand for this it's me.' "
It was a profound moment for the young lieutenant junior
grade, and a lesson he took with him for his 40 year rise to the
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• A lingering sense of disgust after the submarine video
scandal.
"I would probably expect that most of the women are going to
get out," Lt. Jennifer Carroll told Navy Times. "I don’t know
exactly what everyone’s personal reasons are for it, but I think
a lot of it has to do with co-location."
Carroll, 28, was one of the first women to earn her dolphins in
2012 as a junior officer aboard the ballistic missile sub
Maine, and today works with the Submarine Force’s
integration office in Norfolk.
Carroll said she is considering leaving the Navy instead of
becoming a department head, principally because it's unlikely
she'll be able to find orders in the same area as her husband,
an E-2 Hawkeye pilot.
The number of women who re-up for undersea service is a
crucial test to assess whether the five-year integration effort
will be sustainable and will yield enough women to serve as
department heads, and eventually submarine skippers, to make
the sub force appealing to young women. Officials expect
original cadre's take rate to hover around the force-wide
average for female line officers of 18 percent.

submarine base in Bangor, Washington," she said in a June 24
phone interview. "I always liked the professionalism I saw in
the submarine force, but at the time the duty was closed to me
- but I do remember thinking that someday the Navy might
open up this duty to women and hoping I would be able to
apply when that happened and now it's here."
She's got two warfare pins to her credit, wearing both the
Enlisted Surface Warfare and the Enlisted Aviation Warfare
specialist, but isn't taking her next one for granted.
"I know there's challenges ahead, but I'm up for it," Clark, 41,
said of the rigorous qualification process to earn her
submarine dolphins.
As a senior chief personnel specialist, she'll convert to the
submarine yeoman rating when she joins the submarine
service in the next few months to begin training. As the most
senior member of the first cadre of enlisted women
submariners, she's also aware she needs to lead them as they
train up and join their crews on the guided-missile submarine
Michigan in fiscal year 2016.
She's no stranger to sea duty. She first served at sea on the
Spruance-class destroyer Paul F. Foster and has also done
three-year tours at sea aboard the forward-deployed aircraft
carrier Kitty Hawk in Japan and on the cruiser San Jacinto.
Her shore duty has been at other PSDs until her current
assignment to the Pentagon, working for the Navy's senior
leadership.
She said she thinks her surface fleet experience will help her,
but also that she's entering a whole new world and is anxious
to get started.
"This is a tremendous leadership opportunity, but I've got a lot
of work ahead of me to get trained and get to the boat and get
qualified in submarines," she said. "But as a chief, I also have
to lead and mentor the young women sailors selected with me
to make sure we get this right and have a successful
integration of women into submarines."

As always, one of the saddest parts of doing the newsletter is the
listing of those shipmates who have departed on “eternal patrol”
since the last issue. We have learned since the last newsletter of
the passing of this shipmate:
Allen Cooper – HMC 44-47 – April 5, 2014
David Deutermann – LT 58 - September 23
Stanley Ainley– ENC 44-49 – November 18
There is a port of no return, where ships
May ride at anchor for a little space
And then, some starless night, the cable slips,
Leaving an eddy at the mooring place . . .
Gulls, veer no longer. Sailor, rest your oar.

Editor’s note: While I certainly wish Chief Clark the best of
luck in her quest to become a submariner, there is the
following as reported in the December 6, 2015 issue of Navy
Times.

No tangled wreckage will be washed ashore.
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By Meghann Myers and David Larter, Navy Times staff writers

For the first women to earn the coveted dolphin pin, it's
decision time about whether to stay in the Navy. And so far,
only three of the original 24 have signed up.
The reasons span the work-life spectrum:
• The demands on a nuclear engineering trained submarine
officer.
• The strain of balancing careers with a spouse who's also a
military officer.
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The 40’s
December 2015 Issue

Editor’s note Just before Veteran’s Day this year I saw this poem
on his Facebook page and asked Gumba’s permission and
received it to use it in this, my final issue of Hooter Hilites.

It started with SEA LION in late forty one
And ended with BULLHEAD before it was done.

I'd like to share a poem I wrote 10 years ago as a tribute
to my favorite Veterans, the SUBVETS WWII.

PERCH, TRITON and KETE to name a few
And don’t forget others like TROUT and WAHOO.
Names like Morton and Dealey were some of the best.
But just as important are all the rest.

As you take her down, and take her deep
And level off at 400 feet.

Lockwood said "they went down fighting"
to depth charge attacks that were always frightening.

Remember well those who went before
who rest in peace on the ocean floor.

We lost 52 boats during World War Two.
Over 3600 men, but none of you.

Their boats rust in silence, and yearn to tell their story
of how the crew died defending Old Glory.

You are the ones who did survive.
And have always kept their memories alive.

It's up to us to always remember
how you fought the war after 7 December

For 70 years you have tolled the bell
For all your shipmates who fought like hell

"The Submarines are all we have left" it was told
As boats departed on war patrols.

And now as you all turn gray and old
We will tell the stories that we’ve been told.

“It was to the Submarine Force that we turned”
after the Pacific Fleet was sunk and burned.

We have the watch and will always remember
The Submariners who served after 7 December.

While the fleet rebuilt you held the lines.
and kept sinking targets time after time.

We will toll the boats and tell the story.
Of our Brothers of the Phin who went down in glory.

From Pearl out to Midway and the Sea of Japan
You all were committed down to a man.

Today as our Submarines put out to sea.
We reflect on your impact on history.

Slowly but surely and one by one.
You sank the ships with the Rising Sun.

On every boat and on every day
We’ll always remember you paved the way

All enemy ships you did attack
Sadly one in five boats did not come back.

For you are our heroes and there is no doubt
Living up to your standards is what it’s about

You cleared the seas of enemy shipping.
And their mighty warships were also slipping

When we wear our dolphins with pride on our chest
it’s because of you that we are the best.

beneath the waves to the ocean floor
to attack Americans never more.

Like the Marines you are the Proud and the Few
Who served your country in a Submarine Crew

You did great things in that long war.
as you filled the history books with your lore.

You are shining examples of our great Nation
And reverently called the Greatest Generation.
This poem is my humble tribute to you
My heroes . . . The Submarine Veterans of World War
Two

WW II Submariners
By John “Gumba” Carcioppolo

If things went well a broom you’d fly.
But if things went wrong shipmates would wait and cry.
You won this war with nerves of steel and veins of ice.
But our Submarine Force paid a heavy price.
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Bob D’Amico
Bob’s contribution to Hooter Hilites began after a casual comment/question he posed to me at one of our Groton picnics back in
June 2007 when he asked me if I would like to have him contribute cartoons for Hooter Hilites. (I believe my response may have
been something along either a question about the religion of the Pope or where bears defecate.) Beginning with the September
2007 and continuing ever since, Bob has created a great cartoon for each Hooter Hilites issue. These are all available for viewing
on line on the USS Sea Owl Association Facebook page at the following, direct URL address:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.109247752987.93857.108730777987&type=3
For this issue, instead of having Bob create yet another cartoon, I decided to use the one he did for the December 2010 issue
which happens to be one of my favorites. Another favorite of mine is the one which he did for the June 2013 issue when I invited
my Russian friend, Valery Grigoriev, to our picnic. In this one he included recognizable caricatures of several shipmates,
including me. Bob’s cartoons include so many great ones that it is hard to pick the best!
Recently when I inquired whether Bob would be doing a cartoon for this issue he said, “I’ve been turning the wheels big time,

and coming up dry with an idea. Was still hoping for a EUREKA creative inspiration… but none so far.”
Oh how well I know that feeling! So, I say a huge “Thank You!” to Bob for his past, great contributions to this newsletter!
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The 60’s
December 2015 Issue
As for Boots For Our Troops, the following is their mission
statement:

Mike Maloon
By Ken Johnson

On October 23, 2015 Shipmate Mike Maloon, IC2 66-69
was inducted into the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame as part
of the Class of 2015. In 2008 recognizing the need of area
veterans who were having financial difficulties and
struggling with having to deal with large, slow to respond
bureaucracies, Mike co-founded a non-profit foundation in
Arizona called Boots For Our Troops and current serves as
Chairman of the Board of the organization.

[Boots For Our Troops is]An IRS Qualified 501 (c) (3),
Arizona Incorporated Non-Profit Foundation
"Providing A Firm Footing For A Brighter Future"
We will be all volunteer with no salaries, offices or other
unnecessary expenses.
We will do our utmost to see that no AZ veteran, military
member who has honorably served our country and members
of their immediate family, suffer due to lack of alternative
means of resolving emergency short term needs caused by
circumstances beyond their control. That they have the
means to seek employment and transportation to work. That
none of them face the potential of homelessness or the
discomfort of loss of utility services and that they do not go
hungry so long as we are able to help when no one else can
or will.
Funds will go to the need not the individual.
We will get well over 95% of every dollar out the door to
assist our AZ veterans military and their families, utilizing
all resources available to us so far as is humanly possible.
We will also assist other AZ Veteran Service Organizations
as funds permit who share a common goal.

To give you a little background information about him, after
discharge from the Navy in 1969, Mike relocated to
Frankfort, NY and worked in broadcast radio for 4 years. He
was then employed in the electronics industry in various
positions till 1984. Mike then, as a civilian employee, Mike
worked for the U. S. Air Force as a Communications
Installer, progressing thru Operational Test and Evaluation,
Comsec (Communications Security) and Communication
System Management. He retired as a GS-12 in summer of
2003 after almost 20 years of service and moved to Arizona
where he is now living near Tombstone and Ft Huachuca in
the rich historical area of the AE AZ High Desert.

You can learn more about them by visiting their web site at:
www.bfotaz.org.

We commend Mike for his dedication and support of
veterans and veteran causes!
USS Thresher Widow Unites With Husband At Sea
On April 23, 2015 about 200 nautical miles east of Cape
Cod, MA., the submarine USS Annapolis (SSN 760)
fulfilled the final request of devoted Navy wife and mother
Irene Harvey, by laying her cremated remains to rest at sea
with her husband, Lt. Cmdr. John “Wes” Harvey.
Irene passed away at 87 years of age, on Tuesday, Feb. 11,
2014, leaving behind a son Bruce, his brother John, Bruce’s
wife Maresa and, two grandchildren, Laura and John.

Mike’s active involvement with veteran’s issues spans more
than forty years of supporting and promoting veterans
causes. His multiple terms in leadership positions in The
American Legion, the 40 and 8 and other regional veterans
organizations were vital to successfully addressing issues of
homelessness, education, health, and family services
affecting all veterans. Michael has invested hundreds of
hours in consultation, research, policy development, and
fund raising. He is a member of the Southern Arizona
Memorial Cemetery Foundation.

In a solemn Navy tradition, USS Annapolis (SSN 760)
fulfilled Irene’s wish. “The chance to fulfill a Navy widow’s
wish, honor a Submariner who had made the ultimate
sacrifice, and reflect on the loss of Thresher, was an
important opportunity for the entire Annapolis crew,” said
the submarine’s Commanding Officer, Cdr. Kurt Balagna.
“To reunite Cdr. and Mrs. Harvey at sea was an honor”.

6

